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Walter E Washington Convention Center – 
Washington D.C. 
Industry: Out of Home 

 
 

The Challenge:  
The Walter E Washington Convention Center in Washington DC needed to install a digital 
display above the entrance to Hall D to keep its 15,000 plus visitors a day engaged and 
informed as they enter and exit the hall, as well as to add more opportunity to sell 
advertisements.  

With the clear need for a display, the big challenge for the Convention Center was finding a 
display solution that fit the architectural needs of the building. The area above Hall D, the 
busiest hall in the center, had space constraints, and would need a display that was lightweight 
enough to be suspended from wires without sacrificing display size. The display also needed to 
be viewed clearly from 100 feet away. The area outside of Hall D features bright ambient light, 
so the solution needed to be vibrant enough to be seen during daylight hours. 

The Solution:  
NanoLumens delivered a 7.5-foot tall, 23-foot wide 6mm pixel pitch display that provides ample 
viewing area with 170 square feet of signage space, while still weighing less than 1,000 pounds.  
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Results: 
The solution for a display for Hall D 
was an evolutionary idea, as 
thoughts on an answer to the 
design challenges began when 
NanoLumens first worked with the 
Convention Center on other 
projects. 

Walter E. Washington Convention 
Center was first introduced to 
NanoLumens in 2011 when they 
utilized two standard NanoFlex 
Displays for large mobile signage. 
The displays were a huge hit in 
areas that didn’t have permanent signage, as they allowed the center to sell more services to 
clients without high installation costs. 

According to St. Elmo Crawford, President of Digital Conventions at the Walter E Washington 
Convention Center, the success of the NanoFlex displays made the decision for this display a 
dead giveaway: 

 
“When I first learned about NanoLumens’ display technology in 2011, I immediately 
thought of Hall D,” Crawford said. “But the size requirements were just too unique at the 
time. With the new NanoSlim, we were able to have a display built to our exact 
specifications, giving us a super bright, energy efficient, long-life display that is big 
enough to be seen clearly from 100 feet away. 

 A projection system wouldn’t work here because of the bright ambient light, and any 
other manufacturer’s digital display would have weighed 5-10 times as much. The 
NanoLumens display provides 170 square feet of signage space and weighs less than 
1,000 pounds! The display needed to be suspended from wires because of space 
constraints, and hanging a 10,000-pound display where people are walking under it was 
simply not an option.” 

NanoLumens installed the NanoSlim LED display in March 2013, just in time to be operational 
for the 2013 AIPAC Policy Conference. The organizers of the event were able to use it for event 
information and as an overflow video display, allowing people who were waiting to enter the hall 
watch the speeches with their peers who were already inside.  

Crawford sees a lot of enthusiasm from event organizers about the ability to use the display.  
“The immediate response when event organizers see the display is ‘How do we get that as part 
of our display package?” 
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Products Used:  
7.5-foot tall by 23-foot wide, 6mm pixel pitch NanoSlim LED display 
 

About Events DC: 
Events DC is the official convention and sports authority for the District of Columbia, delivering 
premier event services and flexible venues across the nation’s capital. Leveraging the power of 
a world-class destination and creating amazing attendee experiences, Events DC generates 
economic and community benefits through the attraction and promotion of business, athletic, 
entertainment and cultural activities.  

Events DC oversees the Walter E. Washington Convention Center, an anchor of the District’s 
hospitality and tourism economy that generated more than $3.3 billion in direct attendee 
spending in its first decade (2003-2013) as well as the historic Carnegie Library at Mt. Vernon 
Square. Events DC also manages the Stadium-Armory campus, including the Robert F. 
Kennedy Memorial Stadium and surrounding Festival Grounds, the non-military functions of the 
DC Armory, and Maloof Skate Park at RFK Stadium. In addition, Events DC built and now 
serves as landlord for Nationals Park, the first LEED-certified major professional sports stadium 
in the United States. For more information, please visit www.eventsdc.com. 

 
About NanoLumens: 
NanoLumens turns your display dreams into reality. With a unique and patented ability to create 
displays that are flat, curved or round, NanoLumens digital wallpaper can bring your space to 
life.  

 With installations with Fortune 500 customers on four continents, NanoLumens can meet 
customer needs wherever they might be. NanoLumens has developed and commercialized a 
family of displays that are thin, flexible, efficient and extraordinarily environmentally friendly. All 
NanoLumens displays are designed and assembled in America. NanoLumens is based in 
Norcross Georgia and can be reached at www.NanoLumens.com.  

 


